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Amanda’s Law takes effect throughout New York

Amanda’s Law mandates the installation of carbon monoxide (CO) detectors in all homes in New York State. The law is named for 16-year-old Amanda Hansen of West Seneca, New York, who died on January 17, 2009, due to a carbon monoxide leak from a defective boiler while she was sleeping at a friend’s house.

Under Amanda’s Law, homes built before January 1, 2008, are permitted to have battery-powered CO alarms, while homes built after this date are required to have the alarms hard-wired into the building. Additionally, Amanda’s Law will require contractors in New York State to install a CO alarm when replacing a hot water tank or furnace if the home is not equipped with an alarm.

In one-and two-family dwellings, townhouses, dwelling units in condominiums and cooperatives a carbon monoxide alarm must he installed within each dwelling unit or sleeping unit, on each story where a sleeping area or a carbon monoxide source is located.
 
Carbon monoxide alarms shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times, shall he replaced or repaired where defective, and shall be replaced when they cease to operate as intended. 

 All carbon monoxide alarms must be listed and labeled as complying with UL 2034 or CAN/CSA 6.19, and must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

Carbon monoxide alarms shall not be removed or disabled, except for 
service or repair purposes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Carbon monoxide can be produced when burning any type of fuel including gasoline, charcoal, propane, natural gas, kerosene, oil, wood or coal. If any flammable material burns incompletely, carbon monoxide is produced. Carbon monoxide can kill in minutes or hours depending on the levels in the air. It’s very simple: carbon monoxide detectors and smoke detectors save lives.
