Town of Harrietstown Planning Board                      

   
September 17, 2014
7:00 PM

Town Hall Board Room
Town Planning Board

Members Present:
Dean Baker, Chairman – Present

Jack Drury – Excused

Peter Wilson – Present



William Ross – Excused

Edward Grant – Present

Edwin Randig – Code Enforcement Officer, Present

Angela Lucey – Secretary, Present
Public Present:                
As per sign in sheet
Chairman Baker called the meeting to order at 7:13 PM.
REGULAR MEETING

2 Lot Minor Subdivision – Martha Lampart and Roy Warner:
Dean asked Mr. Floyd Lampart to present the application to the Board.
Floyd said that his wife Martha and Mr. Roy Warner purchased this 30 Acre property together last year.  They have proposed to subdivide 1 Lot into two, with Mr. Warner retaining 13.15 Acres and Martha and I retaining 18.15 Acres.

Peter discussed the location of a right of way, and Floyd clarified.

Dean asked what purpose this Subdivision serves.

Floyd said that Mr. Warner will add his portion to his contiguous property where he lives, and he and Martha may build something on their lot in the future.

Dean Baker made a motion to approve the 2 Lot Minor Subdivision Application as submitted by Martha Lampart and Roy Warner.

Peter Wilson second the motion.

Peter Wilson made a motion to Neg. Dec. the SEQR.

Ed Grant second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Continuation of Site Plan Review – Mike Damp, LS Marina, LLC:
Dean said this is a continuation of the Site Plan Review Application submitted by LS Marina, LLC.  The Planning Board requested additional information last month.  He asked the applicant to present.
Mike Damp said that all the requested information has been recently submitted.  He hopes the Planning Board has had the time to review it.  Mike said that from this meeting, he hopes the board will deem the application complete and proceed with the SEQRA review.

Mark Taber, Landscape Architect with the LA Group introduced himself and Kevin Frank of the LA Group, and Tom Ulasewitz, Council.
Mark said that the Planning Board was looking for additional information on Fire Flows, Wetland Delineation, Deepwater Wetlands, and Visual Simulations.  He said he would answer the questions one by one and allow the board to ask questions after each, if that would be best.

Dean said that would be fine.

Mark said there have been additional discussions since the last meeting on Fire Flows, with the Town’s Engineer and Code Enforcement Officer and no additional calculations will be require.

Mark said the wetlands have been delineated on the Annex and Main Marina site plans.  As a point of clarification this project is not jurisdictional by the APA, but there is a potential for the Army Corps to deem it jurisdictional pending their review.  If there are any impacts, it would be covered under the Army Corps. Nation Wide Permit.
Mark asked for any questions from the board.  There were none at this point.
Kevin Franke, Sr. Environmental Scientist with the LA Group.  An aquatic plant sampling was taken August 21st, 2014.  He explained the process, described the slides being shown, samples, abundance, ranking, and species components.

Kevin showed an underwater topo where depth measurements had been taken at each site.

Kevin said that only trace levels of plants were present at the marina site.  The water was deep and plants very sparse.  At the annex parcel the depth measurements were shallower, vegetative growth was moderate density, and there was a presence of emergent plant life, which grows in shallow water.

Kevin continued…as for plants, none of the plants at either location are rare, threatened, or endangered.  They are all common in New York State.  There was also a milfoil study done.  They did find trace amounts at the annex site, and one moderate amount in one location there.
Kevin said that with the proposed improvements, docks will cover a percentage of the area, and boat traffic, but the plant growth will remain and the system will still function.

Kevin asked for questions from the board.

Ed Grant commended the LA Group on their wetlands identification.  He feels that wetlands impacts should be addressed because most, at least in the annex are moderate.  He said that boat propellers will be chopping up milfoil which will impact the rest of Ampersand Bay, the Lake, and also other areas.
Kevin said that yes, some can be spread by fragmentation, such as milfoil, but the traffic of boats has been moving in this area since the 1920’s, and we have the boat washing station to ensure that boats going in and out are cleaned to prevent the spread.

Peter Wilson suggested looking at remediation, since only three locations have been identified.

Mike Damp said, yes – they have already been out there.

Dean asked if there are any other questions regarding the wetlands.
There were none.

Mark Taber said the board had asked for visual simulations at the last meeting.  He showed a slide with an overview of the area containing 6 white dots placed along the main boat traffic corridor, and 1 white dot placed at the DEC Boat launch.  The strategy was to use these vantage points, looking at the existing marina, then overlay the proposed improvements to exact size and scale.  Mark said that a survey grade GPS was used to locate the points, then transpose that datum.  Next a 3D Model was created using details from the project and placed in the plan.  Then snapshots were taken from each of the viewpoints.
Mark showed slides from each of the vantage points, with a view of what is existing now, and a view of what is proposed.  The slideshow also contained pictures of the existing dilapidated marina and annex.

Mark discussed the existing shoreline developments in the area, ranging from Trudeau Institute to the DEC boat launch, Ampersand Bay Resort, residential properties and uses, and the existing Marina.

Mark said, The slips are transparent, low profile, with roofs painted green.  He flipped back and forth between the existing and proposed views to show the best representation to the board and the audience.  He asked if there are any questions.
Ed Grant said they have done an excellent job answering the questions from the Planning Board.

Peter Wilson said this was much easier to visualize with the visual simulations, than the site visit with balloons.  He thanked the applicant.

Peter asked what percentage of docks/slips are used currently.

Mike Damp said they are using about 100 and have lost 1 mooring.  He has chosen to remove some because they were unsafe.

Dean asked for any other questions.

There were none.

Mark Taber said that he is happy the Planning Board is satisfied.  He feels they’ve provided everything asked of the Planning Board, answered all comments by Chazen Engineers, provided traffic data, and many detailed plans.  Mike continues to be very committed to developing his property in an environmentally friendly and pro-active fashion.  He hopes that tonight, the board will deem their application complete.

Dean thanked Mark and Kevin from the LA Group and the applicant, Mike Damp.
Ed Grant made a motion to accept the LS Marina Site Plan Review Application as complete.

Peter Wilson second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Dean would like to set the date of Public Hearing for next month (October, 2014).
Attorney Mike Hill said that is a good idea to schedule the Hearing tonight so the applicant, and public will be aware of the date and time.

Discussion among the members regarding the best date/time for next month’s meeting.

Dean Baker made a motion to schedule the Public Hearing for Wednesday, October 8th, 2014 at 7:00 PM at the Harrietstown Town Hall, Auditorium.

Peter Wilson second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Dean said, per the sign-in sheet, many people have signed up to speak this evening.  He will not deny anyone the right to speak at this meeting, but wanted everyone to know that the Public Hearing will be next month, and everyone will have the opportunity to address the board with their questions/comments at that time.  

Dean asked for anyone that would like to speak tonight.

Greg Healey said his family owns property across the lake from the applicant.  He asked what the approval process is from this point.

Attorney Hill and Chairman Baker explained.  Tonight, the application was deemed complete.  On October 8th will be the Public Hearing.  We will accept spoken or written comments then.  When the Public Hearing is closed, the SEQR review will begin.
Greg said it is his understanding they will require permits from the APA and DEC.  He asked if those have to be considered by the town, or is that completely separate.

Dean Baker said that is separate.

Bob Brown, Representative of the Franklin County Federation of Fish and Game Clubs spoke.  He said that with all the studies and reports submitted, nobody has addressed fisheries and fish spawning of bass, pike and other species.  The annex area is about 1 ½ acres of nursery which will be destroyed by the proposed boat slips.  He said “You will be hearing from us, with the possibility of litigation you haven’t thought of yet.”
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Planning Board Minutes of 8/13/14:
Peter Wilson made a motion to approve the Planning Board Minutes of 8/13/14.

Ed Grant second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Peter Wilson made a motion to close.
Ed Grant second the motion.

All in favor, meeting closed  8:13 PM.
