Town of Harrietstown Planning Board                      


                                                                                                          

July 9, 2013

6:00 PM

Town Hall Board Room
Town Planning Board

Members Present:
Jack Drury, Chairman – Present 

Dean Baker – Present


Peter Wilson – Present



William Ross – Present


Edward Grant – Present

Edwin Randig – Code Enforcement Officer, Excused

Angela Lucey – Present

Public Present:                
As per sign in sheet
Jack Drury Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.  He asked the applicant/representative to give her presentation to the Planning Board.
Subdivision Application:  Catherine B Donaldson:
Stacey Allott is here to present on behalf of the Donaldson Family.  She said that while the Subdivision Map looks really convoluted, they are really only creating 2 new parcels.  She went on to explain using the map…Parcel 4 already exists on its own.  Parcel 1 is the parent parcel where Mrs. Donaldson resides, which will be retained.  Parcel 3 will be conveyed and added to Craig Donaldson’s contiguous parcel, and Parcels 2 and 5 are the only newly created lots.  Parcel 2 will be conveyed to the Granddaughter, and Parcel 5 will be conveyed to the Daughter.

Dean asked if the purpose of this conveyance for future building.

Stacey said yes, for Parcel 2, and nothing immanently is planned for Parcel 5.

Peter asked if there are any existing buildings on any of the properties.

Stacey said that every property is vacant except Parcel 1, the original homestead.

Jack asked for any additional questions from the board.  – NONE

Jack opened the floor for public comment.

Linda Gillette said her home with a leach field and well is located below one of the proposed lots and she is concerned with runoff, erosion and contamination.

Jack said that another neighboring property owner, Christa Tyler has submitted her concerns in an email and has spoken about those same worries.

Stacey said that everything newly built on the subdivided lots will have to conform to Department of Health standards.

Dean said Appendix 75 A.

Linda Sawyer is concerned with making sure that accurate boundaries are delineated before the conveyance is done and subdivision is filed.

The Planning Board said the property has been surveyed by Licensed Land Surveyor, Stacey Allott and the survey has been submitted showing the new lots.

Linda doesn’t believe the lot lines are shown to be true and correct.  She said that she has a 1970’s survey from Glen Odone.  

Stacey said that she owns all of Glen Odone’s records, and her survey is based on his.  She said that if Mrs. Sawyer doesn’t agree with her findings, the onus is on her to hire a different surveyor and proceed from there.

Jack agreed with Stacey.  If there is a dispute over the correctness of a survey, the onus is on the non-accepting property owner to hire someone.  They as the board accept Stacey’s survey as a Licensed Land Surveyor.
Linda said that she believes that someone has been moving Glen Odone’s survey pipes and original property markers.  They aren’t where they were originally placed.  This is the main reason she thinks the survey is defunct.
Stacey explained the process of how a survey is done and how mathematical calculations are used to bring the markers into placement with where they should be, whether it’s confirming placement of markers in an old survey or placing them in a new survey.  She said you can’t just go off existing placement alone.

Linda said she was there, and there are pink sticks and tape – doesn’t look like real survey equipment.

Stacey began to comment back…

Angela turned to them from the table and asked for all comments to be directed to the Planning Board.

Stacey offered to meet with Mrs. Sawyer at the property or her office to show her the subdivision and how it was done.

Linda thanked her.

Jack said the Planning Board must base their evidence on the survey in hand.  Stacey is a Licensed Land Surveyor, and they have NO evidence showing fault or question in that survey.

Peter asked about proposed driveways and Bill asked about the proposed house on Parcel 2.

Jack said those both require a Building Permit that will be reviewed and issued by Ed Randig’s office.  Neither require further review by this board after the subdivision.

Dean made a motion for a Negative Declaration on SEQR.
William second the motion
Roll Call Vote:
Peter – yes




Dean – yes




William – yes



Edward – yes



Jack - yes

All in favor, motion carried.
Dean made a motion to Approve the Subdivision Application as present by Catherine B. Donaldson.

Roll Call Vote:
Peter – yes




Dean – yes




William – yes



Edward – yes




Jack - yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Robert Gillette asked to look at the approved Subdivision Map.  Each board member had been made an 11’ x 17’ photocopy, so they just gave him one.

Approval of Minutes:
Peter made a motion to approve the minutes from 6/11/13 as presented.

Dean second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Peter – yes




Dean – yes




William – yes



Edward – yes




Jack - yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Old/New Business – Training:
Jack, Dean & William handed in Certificates of Attendance for the 16th Annual Adirondack Park Local Government Day Conference from April 24 & 25, 2013 to show completion of their annual in-service training requirement.
Old/New Business – Special Permits/Code Issues:
Dean said that he has been doing some research in the Code regarding Special Permits.  He discussed the fee structure and the categories of buildings that require a Special Permit.
Dean feels that there should be a Code change, requiring the Special Permit Applicants to go before the ZBA than here, because he feels it’s ultimately more of a Planning issue.

Jack thinks the whole process should just be simplified.  He doesn’t think that going to two boards is really necessary.  Just going to the ZBA for the Special Permit, without the Advisory Opinion from the Planning Board would be fine with him.

Peter agreed, one board meeting with the ZBA for the Special Permit seems sufficient.

Jack doesn’t really have a strong feeling either way as to which board reviews it, just thinks it would better to go from a dual review to a single board review.

Dean said okay, he just feels they (The Planning Board) should do something.  He suggested maybe going to the Town Board about enacting a new law, or changing the existing law that deals with this matter.
Jack said that perhaps a meeting with Supervisor Bevilacqua rather than the whole board would be better to start with.

William thought it may be a good idea to invite the Supervisor to the next regular meeting of the Planning Board and discuss their concerns, ideas, etc. with him at that time.

Everyone felt that was the best idea.

Dean discussed taking what was in the Comprehensive Plan, and eliminating “The Village”.

Jack said there were other things they also didn’t like, including the PUD and the numbers, so it would have to be gone over more carefully and just take out the things we like if we decided to go that route.

Ed asked if Jack thinks a different board would be more receptive to the Plan.

Jack said the board isn’t much different now than it was then.

William thinks maybe the Comprehensive Plan left a bad taste, so maybe we just ask Bob to the meeting and discuss questions X, Y and Z that we have.

Dean said that he will approach Bob and invite him to the next regular meeting scheduled for August 13, 2013.

Jack made a motion to close.

Peter second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Peter – yes




Dean – yes




William – yes



Edward – yes




Jack - yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned, 6:37 PM.

