Town of Harrietstown Zoning Board of Appeals



 

July 24, 2012

7:00 PM

Town Hall Board Room

Members Present:

Wayne Voudren, Chairman –Present





Richard Retrosi – Absent





Jim Tyler – Absent





Clarence Duprey - Present





Joseph Spadaro – Present





Edwin Randig –Code Enforcement Officer, Present





Angela Lucey – Recording Secretary, Present

Public Present:

As per sign in sheet

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Wayne Voudren, Chairman.  He introduced the board and briefly went over the agenda.

Public Hearing & Regular Meeting: Upper Saranac Lake Foundation – Special Permit:

Wayne said the Upper Saranac Lake Foundation (USLF) have applied for a Special Permit to do maintenance on the Dam at Upper Saranac Lake/Bartlett Carry.  He asked Guy Middleton to present.

Guy said that in order to stay in compliance with DEC dam safety requirements the Upper Saranac Lake Foundation has applied to make repairs to the Bartlett Carry Dam on Upper Saranac Lake.  He said they also have a letter of Non-jurisdiction (NJ) through the APA and a Temporary Revocable Permit or TRP.  They are in the process of applying for a permit through the Army Corp. of Engineers.  

Guy apologized to Mr. Randig and the ZBA for not allowing access when Joe Garso of Northwoods Engineering came to do a site inspection on behalf of the Town.  He explained that the USLF have to access the dam thru private property and are only allowed to do so after Labor Day, and thus couldn’t do so via that route when Mr. Garso made the request.

Joe asked why the USLF is applying for the Special Permit now, when they don’t even have the required permits from the Army Corp. or the DEC?

Guy said they want to be ready to start the repairs as soon as possible, once they have gotten all permits and the Labor Day window of opportunity has opened.

Ed asked how far the DEC has gotten in their review.

Guy believes the DEC had someone onsite doing an inspection today.

To answer Joe’s question, Ed said – There are so many permits that have to happen for a project such as this, it is good for the applicant to apply for things concurrantly, get their ducks in order.  At the end, when they have everything, and things start to fall into line, they can begin.

Ed and Guy both discussed the changes happening at DEC with people moving in different positions and how far behind they are.  Ed said 3 weeks would be early to hear a response, in his opinion.

Ed explained to Mr. Middleton, that in the future – anytime a board member or Town official would like to do a site inspection, they have the right to do so.

Guy understood.

Wayne made a motion to Neg. Dec. the SEQR.

Clarence second the motion.

Joe asked if anyone feels that with this dam diverting the water one way or the other and disturbing stream beds, etc. we don’t feel otherwise?

Wayne said that he based his motion of a negative declaration on the fact that the APA issued a letter of non-jurisdiction, and if there were any issues, they would have raised them in that.

Ed added that a TRP was also issued, which scruitinizes the application even higher.  He also explained the SEQR process breifly and what happens with a positive declaration.

Roll Call Vote:
Wayne – yes




Clarence – yes




Joe – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Clarence made a motion to approve the Special Permit as submitted by the Upper Saranac Lake Foundation for maintenance on the Dam at Upper Saranac Lake/Bartlett Carry.

Joe second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Wayne – yes




Clarence – yes




Joe – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Approval of Minutes:

Wayne made a motion to approve the Town of Harrietstown ZBA Minutes from 6/26/12

Joe second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Wayne – yes




Clarence – yes




Joe – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

New Business – Mean High Water Mark Determination:

Joe feels that a standard mean high water mark should be determined for each body of water in the Town.

Ed said the problem with that is one engineer will come up with one number, another with another, and the Army Corp. with another, etc. – So, how would it be determined to be correct?

New Business – Local Law on Recreational Vehicles:
Wayne asked if rumor is true that the Town Board has revised the Local Law on RVs.

Ed said that is in the process because of one individual that has applied to put them in the town where they are not permissable, or he has not wanted to apply for an Advisory Opinion and Special Permit where required.

Wayne asked what these buildings are classified as.

Ed said they are currently classified as an RV.  They have an insignia from Georgia as a recreational vehicle.  No engineering.  No certification.  They are built in a warehouse – no different than a camper or RV you’d bring to a campground.

Ed said that that if he would like to take it to the next step and classify it as a mobile home – I have already made provisions to schedule a meeting with State and other appropriate officials to discuss that possibility and the requirements he will need to meet.

Ed made a copy of the current code requirements that apply to this and passed out to the ZBA.  He told them that these do not comply with the Energy Code, Seismic Calculations or Snow Load.

Wayne asked if this would be discussed at Thursday night’s Town Board Meeting.

Ed said that it would be.

Wayne asked if it is State or Local Law limiting the use to 180 days

Ed said that Local Law has the 180 day limitation

Wayne made a motion to close.

Clarence second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Wayne – yes




Clarence – yes




Joe – yes

All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:41 PM.
