Town of Harrietstown Planning Board                      


     
                                                                                                        

June 12, 2014
7:00 PM

Town Hall Board Room
Town Planning Board

Members Present:
Dean Baker, Chairman – Present

Jack Drury – Present


Peter Wilson – Present



William Ross – Absent

Edward Grant – Present

Edwin Randig – Code Enforcement Officer, Present

Angela Lucey – Secretary, Present

Michael Hill – Attorney, Present
Public Present:                
As per sign in sheet
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Baker.  He held up the sign in sheet and asked if there was anyone that didn’t get to it, or who didn’t “X” speak if they would like to speak during public comment.

There was nobody.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Planning Board Minutes from 2/11/14:
Peter Wilson made a motion to approve the Planning Board minutes from 2-11-14 as written.

Jack Drury second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Jack Drury – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

REGULAR MEETING

Advisory Opinion – Douglas Fischer:
Dean asked the applicant or representative to present the project to the Planning Board.
Katie Fischer explained that she and Douglas had Special Permit Approval for a boardwalk, but it has expired before they built it.

Ed Randig said that the Adirondack Park Agency and Department of Environmental Conservation are both non-jurisdictional.

Peter asked if there are any changes in design from the previously approved Special Permit.

Katie Fischer said there are not.

Peter Wilson made a motion to pass the Special Permit Application submitted by Douglas Fischer to the Zoning Board of Appeals without comment.

Jack Drury second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Jack Drury – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Advisory Opinion – Bobby N. D. LaVoie:
Dean asked the applicant or representative to present the project to the Planning Board.

Nancy Heath said the applicant has applied for a Special Permit to the Zoning Board of Appeals to reinforce the shoreline and replace the stairs, also to place large rocks to prevent erosion.

Ed said that the Adirondack Park Agency and Department of Environmental Conservation have both issued letters of non-jurisdiction.

Peter asked about the sink-hole mentioned in the application, next to the canoe rack.  He wanted to know if it would be filled with dirt, or rocks.
Nancy said that it would be filled mostly by dirt, with a few rocks.

Peter asked if that fill would be provided on-site, or from off-site.

Nancy said it would be off-site fill.

Edward Grant made a motion to pass the Special Permit Application submitted by Bobby N. D. LaVoie to the Zoning Board of Appeals without comment.

Peter Wilson second the application.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Jack Drury – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Advisory Opinion – Marshall D. Gates III:
Dean asked the applicant or representative to address the Planning Board.
Dean asked if the only thing applied for is to put in a gravel driveway.

Marshall Gates said that it is.  He said they used to have an alternate means of access, that has been eliminated.

Dean asked if an APA or DEC Permit would be required for something like this.

Marshall Gates said that it is not.

Peter Wilson asked if the driveway would require a culvert of any other special assemblies.

Marshall Gates said, yes – it may need one culvert.

Jack Drury made a motion to pass the Special Permit Application submitted by Marshall D. Gates III to the Zoning Board of Appeals without comment.

Edward Grant second the application.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Jack Drury – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Continue Site Plan Review – LS Marina, LLC / Mike Damp:
Jack asked the applicant and representatives to present their revision to the Planning Board.

Mark Taber, from the LA Group representing LS Marina, LLC and Mike Damp had set up a power-point presentation.  Also present were Mike Damp himself, and Attorney, Tom Ulasewicz.
Mark Taber said the purpose of tonight is to answer questions from the last meeting and to provide a little bit more information.  The applicant has amended the previous plan, now focusing solely on the Marina.  These adjustments have been submitted to the Site Plan Review file, and to the Planning Board.  One of the most obvious changes relates to the consolidation of parking.  In the original plan, the renovation 5 rental cabins was proposed, along with the inclusion of a renovated and usable on-site restaurant.  Both of those have now been eliminated in the revised plan.  These 2 adjustments have reduced the parking requirements by about 35 spaces, also making the satellite parking area across the street unnecessary, as the required marina parking can be satisfied on the North side of the road.  The original plan had proposed an extension of Village water and sewer to serve the cabins and restaurant.  This will not be necessary with the revised plan either.  The applicant is now proposing to refurbish the existing dwelling for office space, and construct a DEC compliant composting toilet structure.  The applicant has met with the Village Fire Chief regarding the adequacy of accessibility of the property in the event of emergency situations.  He said there is absolutely no problems with the existing access.  Mr. Damp also met with Rob Haynes of the NYS DOT, where he submitted these same plans.  Mr. Haynes expressed that since no work would be performed in the NYS Right of Way, no DOT Permit would be necessary.  The applicants met with the Chazen Companies to discuss comments in their letter.  At that time it was agreed upon that a traffic study would not be necessary.  They discussed what the methodology of a boat study should be.  The boat study will be done soon, using the recommendation of the Town’s engineer.
Mark Taber said the following are answers to some of the questions posed at the last meeting:

· Last time the Annex was dredged was in the 1960’s and there is NO plan to dredge again as a part of this plan, at this point.

· The Peak Use Factor, as recommended by the Chazen Companies is 16% of boats at the marina.

· To address Lighting, the parking area would have 5-7 standard parking lot lights, 20 +- ft. in height, sharp cut, Adirondack in character.  Boat slip and dock lighting would be flush mount and low profile LED fixtures that provide more of a “glow” than light, about 1-watt per fixture.  The end of docks would use a similar fixture, about the size of a soup can.  Mr. Taber had an example lighting fixture that he showed the board.  
· The Boat Washing Station remains a part of the plan, as the reduction of milfoil and invasive species spread is of utmost importance to the applicant.  He showed a picture of a similar unit used in Lake George.  He explained that the boat is pulled over a sort of tarp with inflated edges. Then the boat is sprayed off and the water collects on the “tarp”, which drains at a low point, and is recirculated.
· Quite a bit of deed research has been done, by the applicant and their staff.  Their findings show there would be no encroachment on neighboring properties, and all parcels surrounding and including the subject parcel are commercially zoned, thus no restrictions outside of that should be imposed.

· The Applicant has been working with the Adirondack Park Agency to provide the technical information required before a site inspection is done in the latter part of July to identify and confirm any wetlands on the property.  At which point the APA provides their determination, a copy will come to the Town of Harrietstown Building and Planning Office, Cc the Planning Board.

· The Army Corps. Of Engineers will come much later down the line.

Mark Taber asked for questions or comments from the Planning Board.

Peter Wilson asked if the composting toilets would be only a single toilet, or a multiple stall building.

Mike Damp said that it won’t even look like a bathroom.  It’ll be really nice building on the outside with a couple guys bathrooms and a couple girls bathrooms on the inside.

Peter Wilson said the former rental units are severely deteriorated.  He asked why they aren’t torn down.

Mike Damp said that is a good question.  He continued to say, “They exist, they are grandfathered, and I hate to make that decision now.  I know they are shot.”

Jack Drury said that he would like to recognize the work that has been put into the revision of this plan.  Changes he would like to see are 1) Lots of lighting, preferably down lit, and 2) something on noise (study?)

Mike Damp has researched high and low and there is just no such study in existence.  All that he does know, is owners and neighboring property owners of this roofing material have testimony showing zero complaints.

Mark Taber said that all the parking lot lights are absolutely down shining, but the APA says that lights may not shine down into the water, so low wattage, low impact lighting was the option that was chosen

Ed Randig said that the new plan seems to have scaled back solar collections.

Mike Damp said that they are still looking for the best option on that.  He is still looking to incorporate the use of solar energy to minimize his energy consumption if possible.
Ed Randig asked about the deed research that was done to prove the boat slips would not encroach over neighboring property lines.
Mike Damp said the research was in fact done, and those were the findings.

Edward Grant asked who owns the property North of the marina.

Mike Damp said that he/LS Marina, LLC does.

Edward Grant asked who owns the property West of the marina.

Mike Damp said that property is owned by the State of New York.

Edward Grant said, that means half the boat slips are on LS Marina property and the other half are on NY State land

Mike Damp said that is correct.

Greg Healey asked for Clarification.

Mike Damp said that per his attorney, the State has agreed to this

Dean asked the applicants if at the meeting with Dept. of Environmental Conservation, there were discussions about navigation.

Mark Taber said there were not.  The discussion mostly revolved around the Temporary Revocable Permit (TRP) when discussing the lands under the water.

Peter Wilson asked what the roof height above the dock would be.

Mike Damp said between 12 and 15 feet.

Peter Wilson said that in other applications, the Planning Board has requested individuals to float a balloon showing where the height or visual obstruction would be.  How could this board ask Mr. Damp to show a physical representation of the height. Location and visual impact of these boat slips?

Mark Taber used the power-point which showed a representation of what the boatslips would look like, with a roof, looking out at the lake.  But, the slips were empty of boats, and it was merely a computerized visualization.

Dean Baker asked if it would be possible to have boats in the water, anchored at the farthest point of where the docks would be.

Mike Damp said that would be no problem.

Dean Baker asked for any more Board comments, none.

Dean Baker opened Public Comment.  He will go down the list of people that marked “X” for speak next to their name.  Take about 2 minutes each at the podium when your name is called.
Roy Gullickson is concerned about the composting toilets in relation to longevity, usage, and other waste such as diapers being disposed in them.  He asked if the applicant has looked into electric toilets or incinerators.
Dean Baker asked the applicant to provide additional detailed information on exactly the system they are planning for, for the next meeting.

John Morgan, grew up here since 1950.  He’s had a slip here since 1980.  Looking at the big picture that marina and the old camping platforms have a lot to do with our downtown business success in Saranac Lake.  He said this place is a landmark, and we need investment in Saranac Lake.  This is one of the longest standing businesses in our community since circa 1924.

Joe Spadaro, resident of Lake St., Saranac Lake.  He said that nobody has addressed the traffic increase.  He said that he and his wife Sally have been involved in 2 accidents there.  He feels that things have changed, …and not for the better.  We need to maintain what we have before we can double it.  See if we can handle what’s there first before we are stuck with a use that is too big.

Dean Baker asked for anymore comments.

There were none.

Dean Baker thanked everyone for their comments and their time.

OLD BUSINESS
Schedule, June 2014:

Dean Baker would like to change the date for next month’s regular meeting scheduled for July 9th, 2014 because he would not be available to attend on that day.  He suggests the following week in June 15 or 16, 2014

The remaining Planning Board Members, Harrietstown Staff, and Attorney Michael Hill say that would be fine with them.  The date will be determined shortly in the future
Edward Grant made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Peter Wilson second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Dean Baker – yes




Jack Drury – yes




Peter Wilson – yes




Edward Grant – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting closed at 8:01 PM.
