
Town of Harrietstown Zoning Board of Appeals



     
May 5, 2016
5:30 PM

Town Hall Board Room

Members Present:

Jim Tyler, Chairman - Present




Richard Retrosi – Excused, illness




Joseph Spadaro – Present




Allen Wright - Present





Edwin K. Randig –Code Enforcement Officer, Present




Angela L. Sirianni-Lucey – Recording Secretary, Present
Public Present:

Joe Garso, Dick Kibben
Meeting called to order at 5:33 PM by Chairman, Jim Tyler.  He stated this is a rescheduled meeting because we did not have a meeting on April 26th because we would not muster a quorum.  
Approval of Minutes:

Mr. Tyler said there are 3 sets of minutes on the agenda that are up for approval.  He referred to the Board Secretary to see what minutes can be voted on based on tonight’s attendance.

Angela said that only Joe Spadaro has the ability to vote on the 10/27/15 minutes.  Patricia Meagher and Wayne Voudren are no longer on the board, and the three of them were the only members present at that night’s meeting.  Based on previous advice by an attorney, she said Joe would vote and the minutes would be filed.
Joe voted in favor of approving the minutes of 10/27/15 as presented.  

Angela said the minutes from 2/23/16 can be voted on, as all members present tonight were present at that meeting.

Joe made a motion to approve the minutes of 2/23/16 as presented.

Allan second the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Joe – yes




Allan – yes




Jim – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Angela said the minutes of last month, on 3/22/16 will have to be tabled until next month because only members Wright, and Tyler are present tonight from that meeting.

Special Permit Application and SEQR Review – Preis:
The Chairman begun the regular meeting with a Public Hearing and SEQR Review for the Application of a Special Permit submitted by North Woods Engineering on behalf of Michael Preis for the construction of a boathouse located at 13 Pinehurst Rd., Tax Map 457.-1-6.  He asked Mr. Garso to present the application to the Zoning Board.
Joe Garso said his client is applying to build a boathouse of just under 1200 square feet.  It will be 3 slips with a dock/deck on 3 sides.  They have been declared non-jurisdictional by the Park Agency, and we are following this board’s suggestion and plan to submit plans to DEC.  The overall style of the boathouse will match the highlights of the main house.
Jim asked what the overall elevation of the boathouse will be.

Joe Spadaro said the plans say 15 feet.
Joe Garso agreed.

Jim said the total square footage is less than 1,200.

Joe Garso said that it is.  The actual square footage is 1,176.

Joe Spadaro asked how the Mean High Water Mark was determined.

Ed Randig said that Joe Garso is quite the authority on Mean High Water.

Joe Garso said he has calculations are better on that side of the dam, but his numbers have now been the accepted standard of the APA.  There are slight variations, but it really has to do with the operator because changes were noted during 3 distinct blocks of time.  It would really require getting the records from DEC to determine the Mean High Water Mark for the Lower Lake.

Joe Spadaro would love to see a permanent marking done by the State.  Everything built before that marking is grandfathered in, and everything built after that marking goes by that Mean High Water Mark.

Joe Garso went on to explain about erosion, impoundments, dams, streams and their effect on the establishment of ordinary mean high water.  There was some debate over which was more accurate; GPS or natural markings.

Jim asked how deep the water will be, where the proposed boathouse is planned to be located.

Joe Garso said those depths have not yet been verified by North Woods Engineering.  He went on to say that Mr. Preis is very concerned with ice flows damaging the boathouse, thus its orientation.

Joe Spadaro said that its orientation does tend to make it longer along the shoreline.  He believes the ice will impact no matter what.

Allan raised a concern about 50% shoreline coverage.

Joe looked at the plans to verify the feet of shorefront compared to the size of the boathouse and it was compliant with the 50% rule.
Jim Tyler asked if anyone from the audience would like to speak.

Dick Kibben stood and introduced himself.  He is a friend of the applican’s.  He said Mike is a good upstanding citicen.  His family was one of the owners in Knollwood.  He is in favor of this project, it complies with all the rules and regulations and will house a beautiful boat.

Joe Spadaro made a motion for a Negative Declaration on SEQR for the Preis Special Permit Application.

Allan Wright second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Allan Wright made a motion to Approve the Special Permit Application as submitted for Michael Preis.

Joe Spadaro second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler – yes

All in favor, motion carried.

Jim Tyler made a motion to close.

Allen Wright second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Rick Retrosi – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting closed 5:50 PM.


