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Members Present:

Jim Tyler, Acting Chairman - Present




Richard Retrosi – Excused




Joseph Spadaro – Present




Allen Wright - Present





Edwin K. Randig –Code Enforcement Officer, Present




Angela L. Sirianni-Lucey – Recording Secretary, Present

Public Present:

Gerald Hyland, Mark Decrescente, Chris Howell, Jared Lusk, 




Jesse Schwartzberg, Mark Yamrick, Jim Marlow, Peter Gibbs





Rick Andrews
Meeting called to order at 5:30 PM by Acting Chairman, Jim Tyler.  He introduced the ZBA and staff, then started the meeting under New Business.
Approval of Minutes:

Acting Chairman Tyler said the minutes from the previous meeting cannot be acted on tonight because there is not a quorum of members present that attended on 10/27/15.
Approval of 2016 Regular Meeting Schedule
Jim Tyler made the motion to approve the 2016 Regular Meeting Schedule as presented, meetings being held the 4th Tuesday of each month.

Joe Spadaro second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.  
Special Permit Application and SEQR Review – Christopher W. Clark
Jim Tyler said the first Application to be heard on the agenda is a Special Permit submitted by Christopher W. Clark, 200 Greenwich Street, San Francisco, California for the construction of a Boathouse at 8 Deer Path Lane in Saranac Lake, New York.
Mr. Tyler has reviewed this application and feels that a Negative Declaration would be appropriate for the determination of State Environmental Quality Review.  He made a motion to that effect.

Joe Spadaro second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.  
Jesse Schwartzberg of Black Mountain Design Build stood to be recognized.  He is presenting the application on behalf of Chris Clark.  Jesse said this property has been in the Clark family for years, and Chris recently purchased it from his father.

Jesse explained the location by stating “it’s past the boat launch on Deer Path Lane, not the first lot, but the next one, on the Right”.  He said the new structure is designed to fit within the existing footprint.  There has been a lot of attention paid to detail, and all regulations set forth by the APA and DEC have been met.  The Park Agency has allowed an additional 2 feet in height, going from 16 feet, to 18 feet.  The way those extra 2 feet will be utilized is to raise the floor up 1 foot, and increase the roof height by 1 foot.  They are choosing to do it this way to prevent the flooding they’ve been hindered by in past years.
Joe Spadaro asked if Jesse his measuring the height from the Mean High Water Mark.

Jesse discussed how the height is measured, and said it would be compliant with APA, DEC and the Town’s regulation.
Jesse went on describing the proposed project.  He said the exterior would be wood, stained to match the Adirondack vernacular, with black windows.  They are proposing the installation of a new septic system  and leach field as part of the work scope.  Also a small bit of shoreline work where erosion has happened over the past years.  Plans are to add boulders, cedar trees, blueberry plants, and natural non-evasive species.

Joe Spadaro asked what about the rebuild is different from the existing building.

Jesse said there will be a bathroom, eventually a well, and living quarters will be moved upstairs.

Joe Spadaro said the APA and DEC have both signed off on this?

Allen Wright said there is no plumbing in the existing building now?

Joe Spadaro said that plumbing will be allowed because the structure is sitting partly on land.

Jesse Schwartzberg said that ALL is correct.

Joe Spadaro asked if the Harrietstown ZBA approves this Special Permit Application as submitted tonight, and the APA changes something, would Mr. Clark have to come back before this board again?

Acting Chairman, Jim Tyler said they would not.

Special Counsel, Justin Grassi said the Town often gives approval contingent upon the APA’s, when they have not already signed off before the meeting date.
Jim Tyler made the motion to Approve the Special Permit Application as submitted by Christopher W. Clark for the construction of a Boathouse at 8 Deer Path Lane, Saranac Lake, NY as submitted.

Joe Spadaro second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Special Permit Application and SEQR Review – NY RSA2 Cellular Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless

Jim Tyler introduced the next application on the agenda, a Special Permit presented by Jared C. Lusk for Verizon Wireless for the installation of a 94 foot telecommunications tower at 598 County Route 18 in Lake Clear.

Jared Lusk, representing Verizon Wireless began by saying that initially a 94’ monopole with additional 4’ lighting rod was proposed.  He showed the existing RF Quality Service, and No Service Area using an area map.  Then showed what the new coverage area would be with the proposed tower.  This is designed to improve cellular coverage along the NY-30 Corridor.
Mr. Lusk said the APA required a balloon study to be done to give a visualization of the height of the proposed tower.  As a result, they have required a design modification that removes the lightning rod, and adds a branching, tree-top.  Under the new design parameters, the pole would be 89’, and the overall height including the tree-top would be 94’.  Jared said the APA informed him today, via email this new design will be deemed complete within 30-45 days.
Jared said the tower location is surrounded by trees and would be virtually unseen.  Also, the FAA and Air National Guard have both been contacted and neither have issue with this application.
Joe Spadaro asked how the new coverage locations can be projected, without actually having the tower installed.
Jared Lusk said that models are used that have been developed over years, using millions and millions of data points in the area.

Joe Spadaro asked Verizon actually went to those locations with some sort of device.

Jared said, “No, not everywhere”.

Joe Spadaro said the trees in that area average about 70 feet in height.  This tower would be approximately 30 feet above the tree line.

Jared said the tower would only be a few feet above the tree line.  He went on to explain the process of the balloon test, and said the tower would just exceed the tree line, but wouldn’t be visible because it is not backlit.
Gerald Hyland, a bordering property owner came to the front to view the easel.  He was given permission to speak by the board.

Mr. Hyland said he is not opposed to the project, but he is not in favor either.  He would just like to ask a few questions to learn more.  Gerald asked why the public wasn’t notified of the balloon flight?

Jared said that all regulations were met for the balloon test.

Gerald asked about the location of the Paul Smith’s Tower in relation to the proposed Tower.  He brought up issue of overlapping coverage.  Gerald said there is no tower light proposed?  He has concerns with aircraft approach to Adirondack Regional Airport in Lake Clear, when at a reduced altitude.

Jared Lusk explained that the height of the proposed tower would only exceed the tree line by 5 feet.  An aircraft shouldn’t ever be that close.

Gerald just thought it better to raise any potential issues before, rather than after.

Mr. Hyland asked where the access road would be located.

Joe Spadaro said the access road is the existing driveway at 598 Forest Home Rd. (County Rte. 18)

Edwin Randig said that is the driveway that access Mr. Warner’s home.

Jared Lusk showed the location using a map.

Gerald asked for details on road construction and traffic increase.

Jared said it will be a 20’ gravel road within the 30’ easement area.  There will obviously be more traffic during construction, but during normal operation there will be about one truck per month, plus fuel delivery.

Gerald asked if the road would be gated and locked.

Jared isn’t sure about the road, but the whole compound would be fenced and locked.
Gerald said his last question is regarding the impact on assessment of surrounding properties.

Mr. Lusk said he cannot speak to that.

Joe Spadaro wouldn’t imagine there would be any impact on assessments.

Edwin Randig told Mr. Hyland to come in and speak with the Assessor, Mr. Marten Tichenor.

Joe Spadaro asked what the applicant is looking for from the ZBA.

Jared Lusk said this is a Special Permit, major project under SEQR Review and will require Site Plan Review from the Planning Board.

Jim Tyler made a motion for a Negative Declaration on SEQR and to Accept the Special Permit Application as presented for NY RSA2 Cellular Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless as presented.

Allen Wright second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Special Permit Application – Adirondack Health d/b/a Adirondack Medical Center
Acting Chairman introduced the last application on tonight’s Agenda, a Special Permit submitted by Adirondack Health d/b/a Adirondack Medical Center.  He said that Mark Yamrick is here to present on behalf of the hospital.
Mark Yamrick introduced himself and his colleagues, Jim Marlow, Peter Gibbs, and Mark Decrescente.  

Mark began a power point presentation outlining the proposed surgical addition and renovation at the existing AMC Facility, 2233 NYS Route 86.  He said the existing O.R. was last renovated in the 1960’s, and this proposal includes addition and renovation of those facilities, going from 4 operating rooms to 6, one of which is a hybrid, and the addition of a fixed MRI, new ambulatory services, a new PAC-U, and a new Central Sterile/Sterile Core.  Mark showed the proposed floor plan, and explained the patient flow, and location of services.  He went on to explain that a new material services area, and new loading dock would also be required because of the new addition location and orientation.  He went on to show 3-D views from outside the addition, and views from the Physician’s and Surgeon’s Building.
Joe Spadaro asked if hospital services will remain operable during construction.
Mark Yamrick said they would.

Allen Wright asked if this would result in any new job creation.

Mark Yamrick said this would give the hospital opportunity to recruit more physicians, nurses and staff.  It will be a good thing for the hospital and community.

Allen Wright questioned the insufficient fire truck access, pointing out the location on the map at the back corner of the newly proposed addition.
Peter Gibbs said that a minimum width of 26’ is required between the new building and the new parking area.  The original proposal shows a width of 24’, but the parking is being pushed back to meet the requirement.

Edwin Randig said the largest fire apparatus must be able to access all points.

Peter Gibbs said they have also approached Jeff Dora about water and sewer with the Village.

Edwin Randig said that Chazen Companies will be here to review with the Planning Board on 3/9/16.

Joe Spadaro said their application is very professional and very thorough.

Edwin Randig said the Code requires them to get a Special Permit before Site Plan Review.

Allen Wright asked if the ZBA’s concerns with fire access and etcetera would be addressed in the Site Plan Review.

Ed said that most of that would be addressed during the course of our regular day, rather than discussing at length in a meeting.

Justin Grassi said the applicant needs to go thru 2 levels of scrutiny.  The first is to allow the use, ZBA
Then the details, Planning Board.

Acting Chairman Tyler closed the Public Hearing on the Adirondack Health d/b/a Adirondack Medical Center Special Permit Application.

Justin Grassi read thru the Special Permit Approval Criteria, and all ZBA members agreed this application meets the criteria therein.

Jim Tyler made a motion to approve the Special Permit Application as submitted for Adirondack Health d/b/a Adirondack Medical Center for the Surgical Addition and Renovation as presented.

Allen Wright second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler – yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Jim Tyler made a motion to close.

Allen Wright second the motion.

Mr. Tyler asked for a Roll Call Vote, which went as follows;

Joe Spadaro – yes, Allen Wright – yes, Jim Tyler - yes
All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting closed 6:35 PM.


